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How to take area screenshotsin GNOME - Take quick area
selection screenshotsin G* / Linux and BSD
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Often when, you do something on your PC, you need to make a quick screenshot of a screen area.. Yes
GNOME's feature to take complete screenshots of Screen with Print Screen SysRQ and consequential
picture edit with GIMP is one way, but thisis far away from quick. This method to chop out of a
complete display screenshot usually takes from 40 secsto 1 minute to properly cut and save a selection of
the whole picture.

Another common use, that | lovein GNOME isthe ALT + Print Screen SysRQ key combination. alt+
print scr sysrq is handy while taking a single window screenshot is desired. Anyways often you only
need to make a screenshot of atiny area of the screen. Many people might think thisis not possible
currently in GNOME, but they will be wrong as there are no impossible but hard things to achieve on
Linux / FreeBSD ;)

There are at least two ways using a predefined command for taking quick area screen snapshot.
1. Taking quick area screenshot by using ImageM agick's import command
To useimport you will need to have installed ImageMagick - swiss army knife of command lineimage

manipulation ;)
For area screenshot with import, press AL T+F2 and type inside Run Application box:
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import -frame screenshot.png

Now make the selection of the exact screen area you would like to screeshot in file screenshot.png
Note that screenshot.png file will be saved by default in your home directory asit isread from $HOME
shell variable:

hipo@noah:~$ echo $HOM E/home/hipo
hipo@noah:~$ Is -al screenshot.png
-rw-r--r-- 1 hipo hipo 4950 Mar 14 21:11 screenshot.png

Y ou see my $HOME equals /home/hipo, therefore screenshot.png just grabbed is saved in there.

One downside of taking the screenshot with import isthat picture snapshot is not further edittable, if it
has to be further processed with GIMP or some other graphic editor program.

In the screenshot, below | show you one screen area of my XMMS taken with import -frame
screenshot.png cmd:
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Trying to open the screenshot.png, file with GIMP displays the following error in GIMP:
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screenshot.png-L.0 (RGB, 1 layer) 200x353 - GIMP
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Not all area snapshots taken with import -frame, create this issue sometimes screenshots are opening in
GIMP but only area of the screenshot.png isvisiblein gimp.

Thanksfull, there iswork around to this issue by converting the import generated PNG format picture to
JPEG with ImageMagick's convert and then edit the .JPEG with GIMP etc.:

hipo@noah:~$ convert screenshot.png screenshot.jpg
Hence to permanently work around it, in case you intend to apply (GIMP modifications), once area
snapshot is made instruct import to save its output picturein .jpeg, e.g.:

hipo@noah:~$ import -frame screenshot.jpeg

2. Taking quick area screenshot using gnome-scr eenshot cmd

Once again invoke the GNOME command Launcher by pressing Alt+F2 (holding alt and pressing F2)
and type in the launch box:

gnome-screenshot -a

Run Application x

[gncme-screenshat -8 v

o — T

(] Run in terminal Run with file...

[+ Show list of known applications

Help Cancel Bun

Below isasmall areafrom my desktop, chopped with gnome-screenshot :)

st_John_of Rila_
kulga nan_lcon.|og
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Y ou see on above screenshot atiny (picture) icon one of the greatest, if not the greatest bulgarian
saint - saint John of Rila. St. John's lived as hermit for many yearsin Rilamountain and by God's grace
possessed incorruptable body. His incorruptable body is still kept and can be venerated in Rila
Monastery. The monastery islocated 160 km from Bulgaria's capital city Sofia

St. Johnsfirst Bulgarian established monastery Rila M onastery is currently the biggest functioing
monastery in Bulgaria. The saints monastery is considered one of the most holy placesin Bulgaria. If you
have atravel or plan aholiday in Bulgaria, | warmly recommend you go there and venerate the saint
incorruptablerelics.

3. Binding keysto allow quick area screenshot taking with gnome-screenshot in GNOME

This configuration isfor GNOME 2.x and istested to work on my Debian (Squeeze 6.0), GNOME ver.
2.30.2, it should work in earlier Ubuntu versions shipped with GNOME 2.2.xx too. As I've red on the
Internet it works well with Ubuntu 10.10Binding a key for screenshot area grab, should be working
properly also on any GNOME 2.2.x supporting OS, including the BSD family OSes (FreeBD,
OpenBSD, NetBSD)...

a) setting gnome-screenshot key binding for interactive screenshot area grab

Navigate the mouse cursor to GNOME main menus panel in left top, where you see (Applications,
Places, System).

Therein use menus:

System -> Preferences -> Keybord Shortcuts -> Add ->

Alternatively if you prefer you can directly invoke the K eyboard Shortcuts configuration with

command:

hi po@noah:~$ gnome-keybinding-properties

Further on, assign a shortcut by filling in something like:

name: grab-screen-area
command: gnome-screenshot -i -a
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& Keyboard Shortcuts | %

Actlon shortout

=~ Sound E
Walume mute ¥FEsAudioMute
Walume down XF2gaudioLowervolur
Wolume up xFaGALI0Raisevolun
Launch media player m KFasaudioMedia
Play tor playpausa) ¥FesaudioP |lay
Fause playback Name l_grab'i”“"'l”ﬁ ] ¥FE6sudioPause
Stop playback Command: |gnome-screenshot - -a | | ¥F86AudioStop
Premous track ) KFasaudioPray
Mext track Cancel E.F'F'h' | XFasiudiohaxt T|

=
"E To edit a shortcut key, click on the corresponding row and
type a new key combination, or press backspace to clear

| Help | Add Close |

press Apply and next map akey to the new defined key binding:

Action Shortcut 1=l
Switch to workspace 3 Disabled
Switch to workspace 4 Dizzbled
Switch to workspace on the left of the curment workspace Ctrl=Alt+Left
Switeh to workspace on the right of the current workspace crrl+Al+Right
Switch to workspace above the cumrent workspace Crrl=ak+LUp
Swiktch bo workspace below the current workspace Ctrl=Al+ Down

= Tima Trackar

=Lnkmown Actions= Disabled
= Custom Shortcuts
grab-scresn-area Disabled

[

(:\r_;' To edit & shortcut key, click on the corresponding row and
type a new key combination, or press backspace to clear

Under the Shortcut column click on Disabled and assign some key combination to invoke the cmd for
example Ctrl+F4

The command gnome-screenshot -i makes gnome-screenshot, show interactive make screenshot dialog
like the one in below screenshot.
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b) creating gnome-screenshot -a area screenshot key binding for quick area screenshots "on the fly"

The procedure is precisely the same as with adding interactive screenshot; Under K eyboard Shortcuts
GNOME config assign new key binding by pressing Add button and adding:

name: grab-screen-areal
command: gnome-screenshot -a

Once again in Shortcut column in line starting with gr ab-screen-areal add your desired key switch. |
personaly like Ctrl+Print Screen SysRQ asit is close to the default GNOME key combination assigned
for taking screenshot for a Windows Alt+Print SysRq

It was logical, that this key binding should work and a direct selection mouse cursor to appear once
Alt+Print SysRQ is pressed, however for some reason thisis not working (hmm, maybe due to bug) ??

Thanksfully it is always possible to substitute the just assigned gnome-screenshot -a key binding with
import -frame /home/hi po/Desktop/screenshot.png

If you have followed literally my article so far and you did tried to place a bind for gnome-screenshot -a,
modifty grab-screen-areal to be something like:

name: grab-screen-areal
command: import -frame /home/hi po/Desktop/screenshot.png
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Where modify the path /home/hipo/Desktop/screenshot.png, to wherever you prefer the region screep
capture to be stored.

¢) bind keys for delayed screenshot

This also a handy binding, especialy if you every now and then need to make screenshots of screen with
afew secsinterval.
Add one more keyboard shortcut;

name: grab-screen-area?
command: gnome-screenshot -d 5

Assign a key to make a screenshot of the active display after a delay of 5 seconds. | prefer Ctrl+F5
Onwards every time you would like to make an area screenshot, just use the defined keys:

Ctrl+F4 - will prompt you interactively for the precise type of screenshot you would like to take
Ctrl+Print SysRQ - will prompt you for a direct area to select and once selected will immediately
screenshot it

Ctrl+F5 - would do delayed screenshot of entire screen after a delay of 5 seconds

4. Adding border and drop shadow effects with gnome-screenshot Actually, thereis plenty of
interesting things to do with Screenshots which | never thought were possible.
While reading gnome-scr eenshot's man page, |'ve stumbled to an interesting argument:

-e, --effect=EFFECT,

Add an effect to the outside of the screenshot border. EFFECT can be " shadow" (adding drop shadow),
““border” (adding

rectangular space around the screenshot) or “"none" (no effect). Default is ““none".

Thiswould have been a nice feature but as of time of writting this article, untofrtunately it is not working
in GNOME 2.30.2. I'm not sureif thisisalocal Debian bug, however | suspect on other Linux
distributions with different GNOME build configuration, this features might be working well. My guess
here is drop shadow effect and border effect are not working because, gnome-screenshot was compiled
without (support for ImageMagick?).

Anyways the way the feature is supposed to be work is by invoking commands:

hipo@noah:~$ gnome-screenshot --border-effect=shadow
hipo@noah:~$ nome-screenshot --border-effect=border

The same basic effects, are a so available through GI M P's menus:
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Image -> Effects

5. Setting default behaviour of gnome-screenshot in gconf-editor GConf (Gnome config registry db)
Experienced, GNOME users should already know about the existence of gconf-editor and the gnome
registry database. For those who have don't, coming from M S-Windows background gconf-editor is
GNOME (graphical environment) equivalent to Microsoft Windows registry regedit command

gconf-editor can be used to atune the way the screenshots are taken by default. To do so, launch gconf-
editor cmd and follow to sub-structure:

[ -> apps -> gnome-screenshot

Configuralion Edilor - gnome-screenshaol
Eile Edi Zoockmarks Help

[F9 gealctool [*| mame » | valua
I B9 gedit-2 (3 delay 5 :
7] ghex2 @ nelude Border [+#]
B gksu [#@ incluse_pointer
BB glehess [7] last_save_directory flauhome/hipo/Desktop
b £ glines [@ take_window shot [
B gnect
[ F3 anibbles
B3 gnobets?
b E8 gnactm

b B3 gnome-alsamizer

[+ B SnomeBaker

P 53 gnome bteownsad
|9_| gname-dictiarary

I E3 gneme keyring

B3 gnomedaurch-oos

Key Documentation

b @ gnome power-manager Ky name: fsppsigrome-screenshotiborder_efact
[ gneme-screensaver KEy CWTIET: aneme-screenshot
il gnome screenshol Shart description: Border Effact
I E3 gnome-search-tool Long description:  Effect ta add Lo the autside of a barder,
P 53 gnome-session Possible values am "shadow'. *nona®, and
b Bl anome-sattings c “border”,

[2]
fappsfgnome-scresnshet/border_effect

The settings in above screenshot are configurations which are used by default by gnome-scr eenshot,
right after install.

Y ou can play with the options to change the default way PrintScreen SysRQ key presswill take
screenshots.

Hereis one example for changing the gnome-screenshot default GNOME behaviour:
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I D GrarmeRakes

b B gnome-bt dowr oad
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I i anome-keyring

b 3 anome-launcn-oome

I B3 gneme-powermanager
[T gneme-screersaver

M gnome-screenshot
b B2 gneme-searchtoal
b B3 anome-session

-] Configuration Editor - gnome-screanshot -
Ele  Edit Boskmarks Halp
3 gealetoz [= | hiame ~  walus
E2 geonfadizor [ berder_affect shadaw
b ED gedi-z [ delay S
£3 ghexz B Incluce berder
ED gksu Inclugde_poiter | b
I B glchess & last_save_directory fle:iheme/hipwDesktop
b E2 glines take_wndow_shaot |
BT gnact
F £3 gnibblas
I B3 gnobatsz
I B9 gnochm

Key Documentation

kay name; fappsignorme-screanshotinclude_bordar
kay owren gneme-screenshet
Short descrgtion: Inchuds Border

Larmg dascripbion:  Includs the window mansgar border alang with
tha screanshot

I B anome-zettings

[ ]

jappsigname-sereepshotineluds_barder

Asyou can see in above screenshot, 1've changed my default gnome-screenshot snap taking to include a
drop shadow effect:

Name | Vaue

border_effect | shadow include_border | (tick on)

last_save directory | file://nome/hipo/Desktop

Asyou see you can aso control, where by default gnome-screenshot will save its screenshots, by default,
its saved in $SHOM E/Desktop

. If you prefer some custom directory to only contain Screenshots taken for instance $SHOME/Screenshots,
create the directory:

hipo@noah:~$ mkdir ~/Screenshots

and then change the value for last_save_directory gconf var:

last_save directory | file://nome/hipo/Screenshots

Once settings are applied screenshots with Print Screen SysRQ key will be made with Shadow Border
effect and saved in /home/hipo/Screenshots

Strangely enough, changing gnome-screenshot default screenshotting values to include screenshot effects
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like drop shadow or screenshot border effect worksjust fine.

Even though gnome-scr eenshot --bor der -effect=shadow and gnome-scr eenshot --border -
effect=border doesn't directly affect the current screenshot to be made, I've later noticed writting this two
commands in the gnome-terminal, does change the border settings for gconf-editor screenshot border.

If you enjoyed, this article and you intend to become "a professional screnshotter” :), you might also
enjoy my two other articles:

e multiple consequential time interval delayed screenshot creation with scrot and import
e Taking screenshot on Linux major Graphica environments with GIMP, (ImageMagick) import
scrot and Shutter

Happy screenshotting ;)
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