	bulgarian educational system

	The higher education system in Bulgaria provides academic education leading to the following degrees:

· The Specialist’s degree is awarded after completion of a study programme lasting at least 3 years. This degree is offered by higher schools (colleges) that train students for specific professions and are more practice-oriented than the universities. Higher schools maintain close ties with the industry, thus contributing to the developments in the labour market.

· The Bachelor’s degree requires four years of full-time study.

· Study programmes lasting at least 5 years lead to the Master’s degree.
· The Doctorate is awarded after completion of a study programme following Master’s degree and lasts at least 3 years.
Students’ knowledge is mainly evaluated by written examinations as specified in the curricula. The evaluation is based on a six-point grading system with 6 being the highest grade point. The mark 1 is not used. A grade point of at least 3 must be achieved in order to pass an examination.


	credit and grading system

	The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System is a student-centred system based on the student workload required to achieve the objectives of a programme - objectives preferably specified in terms of the learning outcomes and competences to be acquired. ECTS is an accumulation system, which makes study programmes easy to read and compare for all students, local and foreign. ECTS facilitates mobility and academic recognition. ECTS helps universities to organise and revise their study programmes. ECTS can be used across a variety of programmes and modes of delivery. ECTS makes European higher education more attractive for students from abroad.

ECTS is based on the principle that 60 credits measure the workload of a full-time student during one academic year. The student workload of a full-time study programme in Europe totals around 1500-1800 hours per year and one credit stands for 25 to 30 working hours. Credits in ECTS can only be obtained after successful completion of the work required and appropriate assessment of the learning outcomes achieved. Credit points are rounded to the higher digit when they represent decimals. 
Student workload in ECTS consists of the time required to complete all planned learning activities such as attending lectures, seminars, independent and self study, preparation of projects and examinations.

Credits are allocated to all educational components of a study programme (such as modules, courses, placements, dissertation work, etc.) and reflect the quantity of work each component requires to achieve its specific objectives or learning outcomes in relation to the total quantity of work necessary to complete a full year of study successfully

The number of credits needed for “Specialist” educational qualification degree is 180, 10 of them given for a successfully presented final project. 
The credits awarded to the students are listed in the academic transcript, issued by ICA, and European Diploma Supplement. 
International college – Albena grading scale
ECTS- grade system

Definition

Bulgarian Six-grade system

А      best 10%

EXCELLENT: outstanding performance with only minor errors
Excellent 5.50 – 6.00
В     next 25%

VERY GOOD: above the average standard but with some errors
Very good 4.50 – 5.49
С     next 30%

GOOD: generally sound work with a number of notable errors
Good 3.50 – 4.49
D     next 25%

SATISFACTORY: fair but with significant shortcomings
Satisfactory 3.00 – 3.49
E     next 10%

SUFFICIENT: performance meets the minimum criteria
Pass 2.50-2.99
F

FAIL: additional preparation required for acquiring credits

Poor 2

FX

FAIL: considerable further work is required before credits can be awarded
Poor 2

The students receive full credit for all academic work successfully carried out at any of the ECTS partner institutions. They are able to transfer these academic credits from one participating institution to another, on the basis of prior agreement on the content of study programmes abroad between students and institutions involved. When the exchange student returns to the home institution, transfer of credits takes place and the student continues the study programme at the home institution without any loss of time and credits.


