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 If you're looking for a command line utility to generate PDF file out of any webpage located online you are looking for  Wkhtmltopdf 
 The conversion of webpages to PDF by the tool is done using Apple's Webkit open source render.
 wkhtmltopdf is something very useful for web developers, as some webpages has a requirement to produce dynamically pdfs from a remote website locations.
  wkhtmltopdf  is shipped with Debian Squeeze 6 and latest Ubuntu Linux versions and still not entered in Fedora and CentOS repositories.
  To use  wkhtmltopdf  on Debian / Ubuntu distros install it via apt;
  
linux:~# apt-get install wkhtmltodpf

...



  Next to convert a webpage of choice use cmd:
  
linux:~$ wkhtmltopdf www.pc-freak.net www.pc-freak.net_website.pdf

Loading page (1/2)

Printing pages (2/2)

Done



  If the web page to be snapshotted in long few pages a few pages PDF will be generated by  wkhtmltopdf 
 wkhtmltopdf also supports to create the website snapshot with a specified orientation  Landscape / Portrait 

 -O Portrait options to it, like so:
  
linux:~$ wkhtmltopdf -O Portrait www.pc-freak.net www.pc-freak.net_website.pdf



  wkhtmltopdf has many useful options, here are some of them:
  
 	Javascript disabling – Disable support for javascript for a website
	Grayscale pdf generation – Generates PDf in Grayscale
	Low quality pdf generation – Useful to shrink the output size of generated pdf size
	Set PDF page size – (A4, Letter etc.)
	Add zoom to the generated pdf content
	Support for password HTTP authentication
	Support to use the tool over a proxy
	Generation of Table of Content based on titles (only in static version)
	Adding of Header and Footers (only in static version)

  To generate an A4 page with wkhtmltopdf:
  
wkhtmltopdf -s A4 www.pc-freak.net/blog/ www.pc-freak.net_blog.pdf



  wkhtmltopdf looks promising but seems a bit buggy still, here is what happened when I tried to create a pdf without setting an A4 page formatting:
  
linux:$ wkhtmltopdf www.pc-freak.net/blog/ www.pc-freak.net_blog.pdf

Loading page (1/2)

OpenOffice path before fixup is '/usr/lib/openoffice' ] 71%

OpenOffice path is '/usr/lib/openoffice'

OpenOffice path before fixup is '/usr/lib/openoffice'

OpenOffice path is '/usr/lib/openoffice'

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize succeeded

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize succeeded

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize succeeded

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize

** (:12057): DEBUG: NP_Initialize succeeded

Printing pages (2/2)

Done

Printing pages (2/2)

Segmentation fault



  Debian and Ubuntu version of wkhtmltopdf does not support TOC generation and Adding headers and footers, to support it one has to download and install the static version of wkhtmltopdf 
 Using the static version of the tool is also the only option for anyone on Fedora or any other RPM based Linux distro.
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 	    admin  says: 
  September 30, 2011 at 3:51 pm 
   Epiphany 2.30.6  Debian GNU/Linux x64
Mozilla/5.0 (X11; U; Linux x86_64; en-us) AppleWebKit/531.2+ (KHTML, like Gecko) Version/5.0 Safari/531.2+ Debian/squeeze (2.30.6-1) Epiphany/2.30.6
One other downside of the tool is sometimes wkhtmltopdf breaks the site layout. But in general the pdf it procudes looks not bad
 View CommentView Comment Reply
 
 
	    Chris  says: 
  December 3, 2014 at 12:17 pm 
   Google Chrome 39.0.2171.71  Windows 8.1 x64 Edition
Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 6.3; WOW64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko) Chrome/39.0.2171.71 Safari/537.36
 If you are looking for a reliable software program to turn webpages into pdf files or pdf documents to epub or mobi formats, you may want to have a look here at this free converter toolkit kitpdf.com which lets users make conversions in a simple and easy way.
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